News from

The GLORIOUS SOCIETY OF THE WORMHOLE

March 2025

Hello Worms

Bring your drink of choice and lunch if you want. We will not be cooking but we have access
to the Chamber of Commerce kitchen which has a microwave and a toaster oven so you can
heat up/cook what you bring.

I held this newsletter an extra day because | had high hopes of making the meeting this month
but | guess April will be the magic month to return to the flock.

*DID YOU KNOW *
In 2009, Stephen Hawking held a reception for time travelers but didn’t publicize it until
afterwards. That way, only those who could time travel would be able to attend. Nobody else
attended.!

*SOLAR MAX - IS A SECOND PEAK COMING? *
Spaeweather.com

Last October, NOAA and NASA announced that Solar Max has arrived. Only half the sun got
the memo. The majority of solar activity has been happening in just one of the sun's
hemispheres--the south. The solar superstorm of May 10, 2024, for instance, was caused by a
monster southern sunspot.

It makes you wonder, is the other half of Solar Max still coming? This plot of hemispheric
sunspot numbers from SILSO provides some context.


https://www.sidc.be/SILSO/home
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Here we see all seven solar cycles of the Space Age, punctuated by current Solar Cycle 25 on
the far right. The most recent cycles are double peaked, with northern sunspots (green) and
southern sunspots (red) reaching their own Solar Max ~two years apart. This isn't big news.
Researchers have long known that the two hemispheres of the sun are slightly out of sync. The
north vs. south delay is called the "Gnevyshev gap."

For forecasters of the solar cycle, this raises an interesting possibility: Maybe the
northern peak is still coming. Indeed, there are signs in February 2025 that the
pendulum is swinging. This month's sunspots have been more evenly distributed
between the two hemispheres, a sign that activity may be shifting north.

On the other hand, the northern peak might have already occurred. There was a
puny northern peak near the beginning of Solar Cycle 25. Perhaps that was it.

* CHROME MIGHT USE Al TO CHANGE LEAKED PASSWORDS *
Windowsreport
After leveraging Al for quieter website permissions in Chrome, Google is testing a new Al
feature called Automated Password Change in the desktop Canary version. This feature allows
the browser to automatically change passwords for users when their passwords are found to be
compromised in a data breach.

This experimental feature, available under Al innovations called Automated Password Change,
navigates you to chrome://password-manager/settings/password-change page. This setting
uses artificial intelligence to update passwords on supported websites.



When Chrome detects that one of your saved passwords has been compromised, it will prompt
you to change it. Instead of you doing that manually, Chrome’s Al can ease this process by
automatically updating the password for you. A similar feature was introduced in 2021 using
Duplex technology that allowed Google Assistant to automate password changes.

Currently, the Automatic Password Change feature appears to be hidden behind experimental
Chrome flags. Users interested in testing this feature can enable the following flags:

Improved Password Change Service: “An experimental feature that offers automatic
password change when signing in with credentials known to be leaked.”

Mark all credentials as Leaked: “This flag is designed for testing purposes. It triggers
the leaked credential dialog on every password form submission, allowing developers and
testers to evaluate the improved password change service more effectively.”

*CYBERCRIME: A MULTIFACETED NATIONAL SECURITY THREAT *

Google Cloud Blog
Executive Summary

Cybercrime makes up a majority of the malicious activity online and occupies the majority of
defenders' resources. In 2024, Mandiant Consulting responded to almost four times more
intrusions conducted by financially motivated actors than state-backed intrusions. this
overwhelming volume, cybercrime receives much less attention from national security
practitioners than the threat from state-backed groups. While the threat from state-backed
hacking is rightly understood to be severe, it should not be evaluated in isolation from
financially motivated intrusions.

A hospital disrupted by a state-backed group using a wiper and a hospital disrupted by a
financially motivated group using ransomware have the same impact on patient care.
Likewise, sensitive data stolen from an organization and posted on a data leak site can be
exploited by an adversary in the same way data exfiltrated in an espionage operation can be.
These examples are particularly salient today, as criminals increasingly target and leak data
from hospitals. Healthcare's share of posts on data leak sites has doubled over the past three
years, even as the number of data leak sites tracked by Google Threat Intelligence Group has
increased by nearly 50% year over year. The impact of these attacks mean that they must be
taken seriously as a national security threat, no matter the motivation of the actors behind it.

Cybercrime also facilitates state-backed hacking by allowing states to purchase cyber
capabilities, or co-opt criminals to conduct state-directed operations to steal data or engage in
disruption. Russia has drawn on criminal capabilities to fuel the cyber support to their war in
Ukraine. GRU-linked APT44 (aka Sandworm), a unit of Russian military intelligence, has



employed malware available from cybercrime communities to conduct espionage and disruptive
operations in Ukraine and CIGAR (aka RomCom), a group that historically focused on
cybercrime, has conducted espionage operations against the Ukrainian government since 2022.
However, this is not limited to Russia. Iranian threat groups deploy ransomware to raise funds
while simultaneously conducting espionage, and Chinese espionage groups often supplement
their income with cybercrime. Most notably, North Korea uses state-backed groups to directly
generate revenue for the regime. North Korea has heavily targeted cryptocurrencies,
compromising exchanges and individual victims’ crypto wallets.

Despite the overlaps in effects and collaboration with states, tackling the root causes of
cybercrime requires fundamentally different solutions. Cybercrime involves collaboration
between disparate groups often across borders and without respect to sovereignty. Any
solution requires international cooperation by both law enforcement and intelligence agencies to
track, arrest, and prosecute these criminals. Individual takedowns can have important
temporary effects, but the collaborative nature of cybercrime means that the disrupted group
will be quickly replaced by others offering the same service. Achieving broader success will
require collaboration between countries and public and private sectors on systemic solutions
such as increasing education and resilience efforts.

For much more information including charts and stats go to :
https://cloud.google.com/blog/topics/threat-intelligence/cybercrime-multifaceted-national-
security-threat
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*CLUB MEETING and ZOOM*

The meeting time is 1100 on Saturday morning at the Lurie Civic Building on the St Petersburg
College campus in Seminole. Turn west at the light at 113" St N and about 92" Ave N. It’s
the first building on the north side. Here is a link to a Google map: Google Maps . There are
a few parking spots in front the Chamber building but double parking is fine since we will be
able to find the owner to move his vehicle if necessary. Alternately if you go another 100
yards past you can park in the college parking lot. We cannot run Zoom and a computer
presentation at the same time. Below is the Zoom information, same as last month. The
ZOOM meeting is limited to 40 minutes so | will start it early and restart it to cover the whole
meeting.



https://cloud.google.com/blog/topics/threat-intelligence/cybercrime-multifaceted-national-security-threat
https://cloud.google.com/blog/topics/threat-intelligence/cybercrime-multifaceted-national-security-threat
https://www.google.com/maps/@27.8568213,-82.7968576,187m/data=!3m1!1e3

Topic: Bill Williams' Zoom Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/2737114584?pwd=d1BETHVOQ21vWWZXZ0lYQOFIWW1tldz09
Meeting ID: 273 711 4584

Passcode: worm
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*CLUB NETS*

Check in on the club net Thursdays at 1930 and 2000 (or at the end of the 2M net). 2M at
146.850 — with a tone of 146.2. Our 6M net runs after our regular 2M net on 53.150 — 1MHz
offset 146.2 tone.

*LOCAL NETS*

MONDAY

1830 147.060+ no tone St Pete ARC daily net St Petersburg
1900 144.210 USB CARS, vertical polarization Clearwater
1900 147.135 +146.2 Zephyrhills ARC Zephyrhills
2000 147.165+ 136.5 Brandon ARS from Brandon
2000 50.135 Pinellas ARK Pinellas County
2030 NI4CE system EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net, NI4CE system
2030 145.450 Pinellas ARK Pinellas County
TUESDAY

1830 147.060 no tone St Pete ARC daily net from St Petersburg


https://w4orm.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d4443c65fadda5b037416d05e&id=a7d3ede0cb&e=272016630e

1900
1900
1900
1930
1930
2000
2000
2000
2030
2100

1900 146.490 simplex

50.200 USB 6M net

28.365 USB 10M Net

NI4CE system WCF Section VHF ARES
145.170 & 442.4 both pl 156.7 Pinellas ACS net

444,900 +141.3 Sherift’s Tactical ARC
NI4CE system WCF Skywarn net

147.105+ 146.2 Tampa ARC net

28.365 USB simplex

NI4CE system EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net
28.465 USB 10/10 net

Brandon ARS
Clearwater
NI4CE system
Clearwater
Tampa
NI4CE system
from Tampa
Brandon ARS
NI4CE system

from Orlando

3RP Tuesday monthly, Hillsborough Co ARES simplex Net

from St Petersburg
from Bandon
from St Petersburg
NI4CE system
from Tampa

from Clearwater
NI4CE system

non-affiliated

North Tampa

from St Petersburg

WEDNESDAY

1830 147.060 no tone St Pete ARC daily net

1900 147.165 + 136.5 Humpday Net

1930 52.020 simplex Suncoast 6’ers

1930 NI4CE system WCF Section Digital Info Ne

2000 147.105 146.2 Greater Tampa CERT net

2000 146.97- 146.2 Clearwater ARS

2030 NI4CE system EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

2100 NI4CE system Tampa Bay Traders Net

0000-2359 HF Winlink Winlink Wednesday Net
https://winlinkwednesday.net/reminder.html

THURSDAY

1800 146.52 simplex Hillsborough ARES/RACES

1830 147.060 no tone St Pete ARC daily net

1900 444.750 +146.2 Fusion net

from Tampa



1915 224.660- no tone
1930 146.6385-127.3
1930 440.0 +162.2
1930 146.850- 146.2
2000 53.150 -1MHz 146.2
2030 NI4CE system
FRIDAY

1830 147.060 no tone
1900 3.830 LSB

2030 NI4CE system
SATURDAY

0730 3.940 (7.281 Alt.)+/- QRM
1830 147.060 no tone
2030 NI4CE system
SUNDAY

0800 3.933

1830 147.060 no tone
1930 NI4CE system
2000 147.550 simplex
2030 NI4CE system
2100 144.210 USB

St Pete ARC

Lakeland ARC

Hillsborough ARES/RACES
Wormhole

Wormhole

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

St Pete ARC daily net
Brandon 80M Net
EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

WCF Section HF Net
St Pete ARC daily net
EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net

Florida Traders Net

St Pete ARC daily net

WCF Section Net

550 Simplex Net

EAGLE Net, NTS traffic net
Clearwater ARS

from St Petersburg
from Lakeland
from Tampa

from Pinellas Co
from Pinellas Co

NI4CE system

from St Petersburg
from Brandon

NI4CE system

from WCF
from St Petersburg
NI4CE system

non-affiliated
from St Petersburg
NI4CE system
Pinellas County
NI4CE system

vertical orientation
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*FOR SALE / WANTED*

Anyone having something for sale or who might be looking for an item let me know. | will not
print phone numbers or email addresses unless specifically told to since this newsletter might



end up on the web. The exception is when | get the information off the web. If you are a
member of the Wormhole then you can ask club members for the persons contact information.
If you are not a member ... why not? OK, if you are not a member you can contact me at the
email address at the end of this newsletter, | will give you the information to contact the person
involved. If you want to see anything here and you are coming to the meeting let the seller
know, maybe he can bring it.

FOR SALE,

See Bill AG4QX for the following: make me an offer.
*ICOM IC-W32A , 2m and 440 HT, AA battery pack $25
*Heathkit HD-1215 Phone patch looks ok $10
*Drake WV-5 wattmeter looks ok $75
*Cushcraft A4S, 10/15/20 4 element beam $250
*Cushcraft AV-12AVQ, 10/15/20 vertical $125
*Cushcraft A50-#S, 6m beam $125
*Cushcraft A-#WS, 17/12 WARC beam $250

*15000 V neon sign transformer currently used for Jacobs ladder $30
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*HAMFESTS*

2025

March 29 MARCIFEST 2025, Bible Baptist Church of Bradenton, 2113 Morgan
Johnson Rd., Bradenton, talkin 147.195 (+) PL 103.5, contact Maria La
Fond , KQ4JJV, at POB 178 Parrish, FL 34219 or 406-465-3265 or
Email: maria.lafond@gmail.com

April 12 TARCFest TARC Clubhouse, 22" St at the river, SAM-1PM, $5 entry
including tailgate, a few inside tables must be reserved in advance, talkin on
147.105 +146.2, license testing after, more info at http://hamclub.org/

May10 EPARS Hamfest, American Legion, 37745 Church Ave, Dade City, gate
$5, tailgate $5, inside table $10, talkin 146.880 (-.600) 146.2, contact Chris
Bloxsom , AA4CB, PO Box 2199 St. Leo , FL 33574 or 224-221-5064 or
aa4cb@yahoo.com, Website: http://eparsonline.org



https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/marcifest-2025
http://hamclub.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/TARCFest-XXXIII-April-18th-Flyer.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/epars-hamfest
mailto:aa4cb@yahoo.com
http://eparsonline.org/

May 16-18

May 24

August 23

November 8

December 12 & 13

2026
January 17

Xenia, Ohio, Dayton Hamfest, tickets $30 at the door, tailgate $30, 10x10
booth $705

WormFest 2025, Pinellas Park, admission FREE, tailgate free, Freedom
Lake Park, 9990 46th St N, southeast corner of US 19 and 49" Street,
33782. Park opens at sunrise for vendor setup, hamfest starts at

0800. Talk-inon 146.850 - 146.2. All FREE! For a map and
directions see http://www.TheWormholeSociety.org .

TARCFest TARC Clubhouse, 22" St at the river, SAM-1PM, $5 entry
including tailgate, a few inside tables must be reserved in advance, talkin on
147.105 +146.2, license testing after, more info at http://hamclub.org/

Pinellas Park, SPARCFest, admission FREE, tailgate free, Freedom
Lake Park, 9990 46th St N, Southeast corner of US 19 and 49th Street,
Talk-in on 147.060+ no tone. VE testing at 0900. Website has not been
updated yet.

Plant City, the 2025 Tampa Bay Hamfest and West Central Florida
Section Convention, Friday and Saturday, at the Strawberry Festival
grounds, admission $13, 16x40 ft tailgate space $10, electric $10, for
information contact Bill Williams AG4QX, chairman@fgcarc.org or go to
http://www.tampabayhamfest.org or you can just ask me, Jim or Dee at a
meeting ;-)

TARCFest TARC Clubhouse, 22" St at the river, SAM-1PM, $5 entry
including tailgate, a few inside tables must be reserved in advance, talkin on
147.105 +146.2, license testing after, more info at http://hamclub.org/ Date
not confirmed .

L e | |y

Fourth full weekend January Winter Field Day https://www.winterfieldday.com/

Late January
Late February

Gasparilla celebration
West Central Florida Tech Conference

http://arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-events/wcftechconference/

March/April
April

MS Walks
MS bike now named Suncoast Challenge

http://www.citrustour.org/reqister.php



http://hamclub.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/TARCFest-XXXIII-April-18th-Flyer.pdf
http://hamclub.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/TARCFest-XXXIII-April-18th-Flyer.pdf
http://arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-events/wcftechconference/
http://www.citrustour.org/register.php

March/April Mass Casualty Exercises

Late April Southeastern VHF Society Conference,
http://www.svhfs.org

Late April Florida QSO Party

Mid May March For Babies (was March of Dimes)
https://www.marchforbabies.org/Registration/Events

Mid May Annual Armed Forces Crossband Test

Mid-May Florida Hurricane Exercise

Late May Dayton Hamfest

May, Memorial Day Weekend Wormfest

First weekend in June Museum Ships on the Air

Fourth weekend in June Field Day
http://wwwe.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/

Third weekend in August International Lighthouse/Lightship Week
https://illw.net/

September Run for All Children’s

Mid October The Great Shakeout https://www.shakeout.org

October, 3" weekend JOTA, Scout Jamboree-on-the-AIR (around 14.280MHz)

Early December ALS bike ride in Walsingham Park

December, Second weekend Tampa Bay Hamfest http://www.fgcarc.org/

North American QSO Party
Mode Contest Weekend

CwW 2nd full weekend January
1%t full weekend August

SSB 3 full weekend January
3 full weekend August

RTTY last Saturday February

3rd full weekend July
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*YOUR WORMHOLE OFFICERS*

Bill AG4QX is President and editor of this newsletter, the Vice President position is open,
Treasurer is Jim KD4MZL, Paul KA410X is the Secretary, Dee N4GD is the Repeater Trustee
and Mike KVOOOM is our webmaster.

*YOUR WORMHOLE REPEATERS*


https://www.marchforbabies.org/Registration/Events
https://illw.net/
https://www.shakeout.org/
http://www.fgcarc.org/

53.150 —-1Mz PL 146.2
442.625 +5Mz PL 146.2
146.850 - 600Kz PL 146.2

The Wormhole 2M and 440 repeaters are both now dual mode Yaesu DR-2X. FM analog as
always and Yaesu Fusion, a C4FM digital mode.

The Wormhole website is at: http://www.TheWormholeSociety.org.

West Central Florida Section website: http://www.arrlwcf.org/.

The ARRL website is at: http://www.arrl.org/

This newsletter is written for The Glorious Society of the Wormhole, an ARRL affiliated
amateur radio club located around the Seminole section of Pinellas County Florida. Anyone
wishing to be added or removed from The Glorious Society of the Wormhole mailings please
write to me at the address below and thy will be done.

73,

Bill Williams

AG4QX

ag4qx AT arrl DOT net



http://www.thewormholesociety.org/
http://www.arrl.org/

